[Argyrophilic grain disease: differentiation from Alzheimer disease].
Argyrophilic grain disease (AgD) constitutes one cause of late onset dementia and is histologically characterized by the presence of abundant argyrophilic grains and coiled bodies. Both abnormalities are found mainly in limbic structures, among them the sector CA1 of the hippocampus, the entorhinal cortex, and the amygdala. Using appropriate silver staining techniques, they are easily detectable and can easily be distinguished from neurofibrillary lesions of Alzheimer's disease (i.e., tangles and threads). Although the histopathology of AgD is well characterized, the nosological status is still unclear because most cases of AgD are associated with Alzheimer-type changes. For some authors, therefore, AgD is considered a variant of Alzheimer's disease rather than a distinct disease entity. The present review is aimed at presenting argyrophilic grain disease to a larger readership than just neuropathologists who are interested in neurodegenerative disorders. In this review we summarize morphological, immunohistochemical, clinico-pathological and genetic data obtained in more than 90 subjects with AgD. The main conclusions of this review are that AgD represents one of the most frequent, dementing disorders of old age and that it has to be clearly distinguished from Alzheimer's disease.